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women in distress
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Solidaritit mit
Frauen in Not

Dear friends and all other people interested in ouwork,
Even if it probably appears otherwise, for thos®wilork with women
who wish to leave prostitution, the work is at terighter than political
work in cities, municipalities and in Berlin. Worlg with these women
is often difficult — their protection from their mps and human traf-
fickers must be precisely planned, while the stotiee women tell of-
ten accompany the SOLWODI employee’s home aftekwdet some-
times there is success to savour — a completedidgggcourse, a long-term residen
permit, a traineeship or the very first independanrhe. And that brings joy not just fc
the women, but also for the people by their side.

This confidence that comes with this work is muohently needed at the moment. B
cause what | hear coming out of Berlin leaves miefrtam hopeful. Big campaigns
have been driven by SOLWODI and Emma, with thousardesolute signatories de
manding an end to the purchase of sexual servicésermany. Yet the responsibl
minister for women’s affairs in Berlin, Manuela Sasig, does not want to hear the
voices when the new Prostitution Act is up for negimn. Neither SOLWODI nor
other critical voices has been invited to the hepimn Berlin as experts to contribute 1
the massive new law to regulate prostitution in r@sry. The CDU demands, &
SOLWODI has for years, a minimum age of 21 yearspfostitutes, and penalty fo
those who knowingly engage in intercourse with worireforced prostitution. Thest
rules would be an important step for the women. FOLWODI, that is however only
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purchase of sexual services is forbidden.
In the coming weeks, the new law will enter a hegibase, and we are going to join in. Our campdigm prostitu-
tion! No enslaved women in Germany” will be re-labad and for that, we need you! Please help us aga®, now,
that it is about everything: mobilize your frien@squaintances and colleagues, ask for new flyers the SOLWODI
headquarters in Boppard-Hirzenach and help usttiromore than the 20,000 signatures we now havihat the poli-
ticians in Berlin will not be able to ignore theisms of SOLWODI during this heated autumn.
If you donate, | can assure you that your helpe#l used. SOLWODI's completed evaluation for 20&8eals that ad-
ministrative costs sit at 9%, far below what thel [32al of Approval regards as appropriate (20%)wahdt is consid-
ered justified (30%). We give everything for womerdistress and you help us to continue.

Sister Lea Ackermann

Sister Lea Ackermann receives the Augsburg Peace e

The outstanding commitment of SOLWODI and Sistest have been honored by the two large denominatib@ris-
tianity. “We pay tribute to her tireless fight fpeace and human dignity against sexual exploitatimhthe degradatio
committed to women and girls,” said the regionahbp of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavana Upper
Churches in the parish of Augsburg, Michael Grab8ister Lea will accept the award on 22 Novembeh&éGolden
Hall of the Augsburg City Hall. “With the AugsbuRgace Prize, my work as a Catholic nun is recogdrigetwo de-
nominations and for this, | am particularly plea8esaid Sister Lea who has always been concernesglisvith issues
of religious plurality and cooperation. “SOLWODlI isere for all women, regardless of their faithooigin. The prize
honors this aspect of our work. And | understarasit tribute to the women themselves, for whonamesngaged, for
them dignity is infinitely precious and much longfed.” The Augsburg Peace Prize remembers the Pefadegsburg
from 1555, where the basic conditions for a ped@efd sustainable permanent coexistence of Lutimreand Catholi
cism were created. This tradition honors everydtyears the people who work for a tolerant and gfedcoexistence
amongst cultures and religions. Past winners irchitier important politicians such as Mihail Goitiac (2005) and Dy
Richard Von Weizsacker (1994). The prize money arting to EUR 12,500 will benefit the work of SOLWQ@D
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SOLWODI is regionally active through the counselagmtres, women's homes and shelters. SOLWODI Aedguts are
networked across the country and through politesa practical work, not only nationally, but alsarépe wide en-
gaged. Read for yourself!

Regionally active... in Koblenz: Awareness raisingh schools
SOLWODI Koblenz is once again back in school. Emeés clarify issues on forcec
marriage and honor killings in the form of inteiaetlectures, so that victims or their.
classmates and teachers know where to go in timédip. Five classes have alread

registered for the coming school year. In addit@mroject week is planned around tré‘_, i
management of topics such as equality, culturasigeity and forced marriages. Inter & ' §
ested schools may contact the Koblenz counselingeeeSOLWODI thanks the Globg ==
Foundation for the support of this project with EWR 000 which has also enabled oth

SOLWODI counseling centers to participate in thejgut. )

... in Koblenz: Summer festival for SOLWODI Associatbn Shelter Koblenz

Thanks to dedicated volunteers, the summer festi¥&OLWODI Association held on 23 August in the édlerth
sport school was a great success. The Mini-Maxj&m and Django Reinhardt were among those whdded\enter-
tainment. SOLOWDI would like to express its gradiufor the festival and donations (the exact amofinthich was
not certain at the time of editing).

... in Augsburg: Mobile outreach work

According to police in Augsburg, around 700 womearknin prostitution, 85% of them coming from abrodbny of
them have no understanding of either German or tighits and are hence especially helpless andevalihe. That
should now change. The Augsburg city council unanisty endorsed the start in 2015 of mobile outrgarelvention
work. Two social workers, one from SOLWODI and titeer from the health department, each working o, will
be hired for this. They will visit the women in theurroundings, advise them and accompany thethadealth de-
partment, doctors or authorities, as well as hadprt with leaving prostitution altogether.

... in Neuwied: Promotional materials for SOLWODI

The advertising producer of the company APA fronuiNied has promised SOLWODI its support to the valfiEUR
9,000. The company will provide SOLWODI with difégrt advertising materials and thus contributes@dvocacy and
awareness raising efforts.

Networked nationwide ... in Bavaria: A prize for SOLWODI

The Bavarian Minister for labor, social, family aimlegration affairs invited guests on 30 Junehtfirst Bavarian so-

cial reception. SOLWODI was one of two organizasiomho were honored in the Golden Hall of the Auggbu
Townhall for their special social engagement. Sdmierreithmeier, as a representative from SOLWQls accorded

appreciative praise from the Bavarian social mamnjgEmilia Muller.

...in UIm: podium discussion “Is it possible to stoghuman trafficking?”
On 14 July, a podium discussion took place in Uhouad the topic of human traf-
ficking. A SOLWODI colleague participated. Afteridi presentations from Soni
Unterreithmeier (SOLWODI Augsburg), the politiciaBkin Deligdz, Hilde Mattheis

and Karin Absteiger were asked about the plankaif parties, in particular the cur=

rent revision of the liberal Prostitution Act fro@002. The need for information.
amongst the politicians was great, such as théaeship between human traﬁickin@ anr
and prostitution. - A

... in Berlin: first World Day Against Human Traffick ing
On the occasion of the World Day Against Human flcking on 30 July, the Belarusian Embassy heleeent called
“Fighting human trafficking: experiences and exaesgtom practice.” In addition to contributionsrfrdhe Internation-
al Organization for Migration, the Foreign Offidbe KOK and the Republic of Belarus, there was tioreconversa-
tions with participants and organizers. SOLWODI wesiong the guests of this event, the only non4gowental or-
ganization that has direct contact with victimgrafficking.

Nationally and Europe-wide engaged ... in Berlin: SOMWODI was not invited to the hearing in the ministry for
family, social, women and youth affairs

In preparation for the new Prostitution Act, a lirgon regulating the prostitution industry wascheh 12 June at the
Federal Ministry for Women, Seniors, Family and ¥oAffairs. Minister Manuela Schwesig (SPD) hadiies 34 ex-
perts, including the Union for Erotic and Sexuah@ms which represents the interests of brotherajors and self-
employed women in sex work, the Association of EErBlusinesses and the Catholic Women’s Social 8esyiwhich
had recently expressed opposition to a law agairostitution. Those not invited included counseloenters and ex-
perts who were critical of prostitution. SOLWODIsharotested to the ministry against its exclusion.

2



Newsletter September 2014

Being a woman in ... India
by Karthika lyengar

“l write for the women who cannot speak, for albsk who have no voice, because they are
afraid, because we have been taught to respeatiigr@ than ourselves. We have been taught that
silence saves us, but it does notAudre Lorde, author

Fear is a constant companion foBoys are expected to be armed wittfree to express i
women in India. Young girls are bravery and a fighting spirit, while their opinions
afraid to walk on the streets, younggirls should be obedient and docilecompared to
women are afraid of sexual assaultThis  expectation of  women their mothers’
The fear is constantly present and it icomplicates their participation in or grandmothers’ generations. This is
accompanied by a suffocating silencesocial, political and economic life an encouraging sign. | too have had
Even little girls have been taught thatenormously. A woman who wants tomore freedom than my mother or my
they should not raise their voices as &uild a career is demotivated. Andgrandmother. | am now in a position
woman, even not when they havehus many Indian women hold a fearto make all important decisions (such
been wronged. of an uncertain future. The as which house to buy, or how and
| remember how I, as a young girl,differences between women and menvhere to save money). My mother
could no longer walk on the street af-in the labor force are large. In manyand grandmother did not have such
ter sunset or wear figure huggingplaces female bosses are largelyreedom. In all major cities in India
dresses. As a college student, | had tabsent and in the world ofone can see that the women have
commute with public transport. Thattechnology, women are become more independent today.
was a frightening experience for meunderrepresented. In many case3hey are not afraid to go out with a
There were always the sexist jokeswomen are forced after the weddingman or to enjoy a beer alone in the
molestation, harassment and humiliato stay home and take care of theub. Today some men also accept and
tion from many men. The worst wasfamily and the husband. My support it when women are career-
that they did not stop when |grandmother was a housewife and soriented. However, the proportion of
screamed. Many people sat all arounevas my mother even though both arenen who accept this change of roles
but they did not help. In order towell educated. It was simply theis very low. Is it beautiful to be a
avoid the stress, | began to drive myunderstanding of Indian society thatwoman in India? Although the
own car to college. | had a lot of luckthe woman stays at home. women in India have traveled a long
in that | could afford my own car. This situation has, however, changedvay in this century, real freedom -
Many others cannot. a little over time. In my case, my freedom to make their own decisions,
Every day | read in the newspapergducation was as good as myfreedom to choose a life partner or to
about rapes, sexual exploitation ofbrother's and | also had themake a career - for most women and
girls, physical and emotional abuseppportunity to exercise a profession. Igirls in India is still a dream. | dream
and dowry murders. | am left am married and my husband is one obf a future in which gender equality is
speechless and often in tears. | asthe few men who think that a womannot only preached but also practiced.
myself: "What kind of world is this?" should have a career. That is why [The liberation of women in India is

| have an eight year old daughteram now working as a Germanstill far off. Nevertheless, | look
Everyday I'm afraid when she goes tdranslator in an IT company. My hopefully to the future and am
school and am relieved when she isiusband is a tower of strength for meconfident that India will be a better
back home. But the fear of women inBut not all women enjoy as muchplace - even for women. A better
India is not only fear of violence, but freedom as | do. In my view, the newplace for my daughter who will be a
also fear of the future. The gendemeneration of educated women hasvoman in India in the not too distant
roles are very clearly defined in India.even better opportunities. They arefuture.

Inauguration of the SOLWODI counseling service andederal office in Bonn

On 26 November, the new premises of the SOLWODInseling service and federal office open in BonniHa

morning, interested parties may visit the premiseBerliner Freiheit 16 in Bonn and take the oppnity to speak
personally with the staff. The opening ceremonytstat 5:30pm with a guided tour of the exhibitit8OLWODI in

Germany, Bonn and Kenya" in the Bonn Women's Museéllmre the visitors will receive an insight intetwork of
SOLWODI. The official ceremony with Sr. Dr. Lea Aatknann will take place at 6pm. The CantArte Voksdenble
will give a benefit concert "Daughters of Eve - agical journey into the Renaissance" at 7pm. Farentdformation,
see the events calendar ungdeyw.solwodi.de
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Collect donations - how? Ideas for successful fundising

Walking with the donation box into the pedestrimme requires courage and a high readiness to exyperirustration.
Between café and shopping, few passersby allow sbbms to be engaged in a serious conversatione &@t,000
non-profit associations and 15,000 foundations fmbihemselves each year across Germany to callecations.
SOLWODI is only one of many organizations but thisrea difference. SOLWODI has particularly creatikgunteer
helpers. We introduce two activities here.

"Taking Fllght" inspires generosity for women

For her SOLWODI fundraising in Munich, the nativerh Brittany, Anne le Duc, took an
idea from her studies in the United States. "Irdedrthe art of quilting - resulting, for
example, in unique blankets. Many quilt groups ehéo so-called charity quilts that are
raffled to raise awareness about social projeatispaiavide financial support,” said Anne
le Duc, who has been quilting for 20 years. "l tigpon good craft markets. | wanted to
get involved socially and raise awareness arourdmiortable topics. And so | combined
everything: in a group of nine women, we made aighquilt, which we raffle at markets
and festivals and collect donations for SOLWODI ".

The project, which has consumed around 300 workings, is themed “Taking Flight “: on the one haihéncourages
creativity, on the other hand it is to take fligh women do, breaking free from violence and ¢eersituations. The
form of action is chosen wisely: for a raffle prideaw with the quilt as top prize would have imaivcomplex legal
rules. "Better for supporters to donate directly &DLWODI, and thus participate independently a$ tbampaign,"”
recommended Laura Viebig, press and PR consulthathas advised SOLWODI voluntarily on this activitBesides,
people usually donate more if they can freely deiiee the amount than if they buy such the lot foedain price."

The winner - and the final donation amount — wél deetermined at SOLWODI Munich on 20 November. Bete is
more to come, according to le Duc: "My collabora#tonika Wahl and | are thinking already of a follap project!"
Information about the projeatiww.solwodi.de Information about quiltingvww.anneleduc.de

Anne le Duc, Monika Wahl

Step by step for SOLWODI
As another example of how to combine fundraising) &nd social interaction, thg# -
church "livingroom" showed it in Mainz on the firStnday in July. For three years, thgs
associated football club has been supporting spec@écts in Mainz with the so-callec
Charity Run. SOLWODI had earlier introduced its waluring a youth service - andg
promptly received a commitment on the proceed$efthird charity run. The principles
is simple: "Every runner looks for as many spongmes lap - friends, acquaintance

organizers of FC living room. "Then in one houg tanners run as many rounds as they
want, no matter how fast, whether backward, foryaidkeways or in other creative ways." While spectaand runners
refreshed themselves, took part in the colorful ppuiing program or informed themselves about thekwof
SOLWOQODI, the figures were added together: EUR 3)56€e raised by 30 runners in this year. The fuardsnow used
in SOLWODI Mainz to support the needs of benefiefr

Contact:

SOLWODI Deutschland e.V. / Propsteistral3e 2 / DEB6Roppard-Hirzenach
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