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Dear Friends of SOLWODI,
Content

15 August 2012 marked the "B@nniversary of my promise to de
vote myself to following Jesus. For 50 years | hhetnged to the
Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. It haselmea colorful life

with many stops in Europe and Africa. My commitmeémtwomen

and children in violent situations (SOLWODI) hagrsby become
my heartfelt concern.

It is a scandal how the trafficking of women andldien thrives.

German Prostitution Act
promotes human trafficking
and forced prostitution
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Sister Lea meets the actress
Iris Berben
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Until today it shocks me that these crimes areawouisistently cracked down upol
even in Germany. Quite the contrary since the massiy-offs in the police force
(known to be 18,000 jobs) has made the fight agdinman trafficking almost im-
possible. The already high levels of unreported dunafficking and forced prostitu-
tion cases today will continue to rise and the pegtors held less accountable. We
SOLWODI have gotten particularly to know the vicsimmany of whom come frorr
Romania. We ask ourselves the question: “How ieritthe women in their home
countries?” and as a result we begin a new sefiedé a woman in...” In this serie:
we want to highlight the lives of women in diffeteountries — albeit from the inside
Young journalists will write about their home. Adtigh special attention is givel
here to issues that are particularly important@.®/ODlI, this is not exclusively the
case. We would like to bring you closer to undemitag what it means to go you
own way as a woman in for example Kenya, Brazilp@& or even Romania (se
page 3). For all the problems we are aware of giidBOLWODI's work with Roma-
nian trafficking and forced prostitution victimé&get report from Romania also demot
strates that “women move the world”. This is theetif the book from actress Iris
Berben. | met her for an interview in early Augasthe Stolzenfels Castle during
reading (see page 2). Women move the world — \Withinsight, today | would like to

The Court — surrender to the
machinations of the perpe-
trators
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To be awoman in ... Roma-
nia
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At SOLWODI all are
helped: Thank you for the
big steps...
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...and thanks for many small
steps
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especially thank the women who continue to helB@LWODI's work (see page 4)
Keep it up!
Yours, Sister Lea

German Prostitution Act promotes human trafficking and forced prostitution
Sster Lea Ackermann as an expert in the Bundestag

That the Prostitution Act of 2002 has failed ingtsal of improving the situation of prostitutes vwhe unanimous
opinion of experts at an open dialogue in Berlinmiad June. "With the Prostitution Act of 2002, pitgion has
been played down, the women in prostitution lefthewiit rights and protection,” said Sister Lea. "Plasition of
the police and the law enforcement agencies o$thie has since been significantly weakened, vihddegal po-
sition of the pimp has been strengthened and upgra®ince 2002, brothel owners and pimps are degbas or-
dinary employers, with managerial authority oves grostitutes as workers. Precisely what this aitthentails,
however, is not well defined, criticized Sister Lédeads in practice to control, coercion andrddgg conditions
for women in prostitution and dramatically ressithe action available to the judiciary. Thus fle brothels att
tract visitors with offerings such as: 1 Woman ekl 1 sausage all inclusive for EUR 8.90.

According to SOLWODI's records, Germany has bectiradcldorado of human trafficking10 years afteradtic-
ing the Prostitution Act. To change this situatiBister Lea demanded in Berlin that pimps and letativners be
granted no managerial authority. Furthermore, SOIDNEalls for female prostitution to be prohibitedder 21
years of age, that compulsory health checks outhkigldrothels be introduced, that new police cdstpe created
in the vicinity and that not only are personalesta¢nts of affected women obtained, but also backgtanvestiga-
tions such as bank accounts, cash flows etc. aeredd, evaluated and taken into account in preseséoreover
patrons consorting with those forced into prostitushould be prosecuted.
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Koblenz: Iris Berben reads from her book “Women moe the world” - “I had
wished for such a sister!”

On 4" August, actress Iris Berben met with SOLWODI foen&ister Lea Acker-
mann during a reading of her book “Women move tbhedV for a personal conver-
sation. There was later time for a short intervigith the team about SOLWODI's
work.

How did you become aware of Sister Lea and SOLWODI? \ow
Through a very personal approach. | grew up inrevent and had wished for such a Sister. For my dédmen
move the world” | searched for dedicated women dwide and stumbled upon Sister Lea's unusual bpbgral
thought then, “Aha, this is also a possibility tee| Catholicism or the love of God or religion whatever one
wants to call it. | had left the church and onlyahndater with a certain understanding returned.t Tves my per-
sonal path and | said, “Such a woman interests Because that would have helped me even as a ybigtpath
that she found: How do you approach people, howadotalk to them and is it perhaps even a nun'# izt re-
sults in a certain distance and prejudice?

What exactly in SOLWODI's work to you find important and worthy of support?

The perfidy is yes: Our globalised world offers mand easier opportunities to abuse women and tiveérg into
sexual or overall dependence. Human trafficking sexdtourism are and remain unfortunately God'sestdh Pre-
cisely because these problems increase, it is i@pionot to give up but to stay tuned and cultitageterrain like
a piece of land. Hence | find the work of Sisteké&anann especially important.

Do you have a wish for the future with regards to wmen's rights?

Anyone who is involved in women's rights is happypuat self confident operating models and at theestime we
notice that there is much more work for us. Itnigportant to find various approaches to always ajethe topic.
Therefore | wish for us all that women like Sidter are needed, accepted and appreciated forcHabilities.
The interview was led by Theresa Locker

The Court — surrender to the machinations of the peoetrators?

Associate Soni Unterreithmeier describes a shocking case from Augsburg

A raid on a suspected apartment, bull's eye. Twsmgdromanian women give themselves up to be idedtdt
victims, feel themselves freed, report of opprassexploitation and force — the repeated, matchiwgn judicial
statements, signed protocols, finally somethinthénhand. The two women return to their homeland.

Half a year later: The main trial be-one having discussed this possibilthrough her contradictions. And
fore Augsburg's District Court. Theity with her. Yet on the following thus the perpetrators get off with a
three defendants unanimously denight, she is visited by a lawyer --suspended sentence!

clare that there never were anysent and funded by the chief perpeA witness is threatened, bought and
forms of coercion, pressure or ex{rator's mother-- in prison. influenced while the perpetrators go
ploitation and that the cooperationPolice questioning follows — thefree. This can only be an encour-
with the two young women were suspicions are doubtless: Nadja adagement for all others to do the
made on purely voluntary basis. mits that the perpetrators pressuredame and wield power over timid
The subsequent hearings brought ber to recant her testimony. Nadjsand oppressed women. And this
surprise: Nadja, one of the two Ro-appears relieved that the police aravill remain the case so long as wit-
manians, appeared as a witness. Slenfident. ness testimony continues to be the
had indeed a bad conscience oveYet this is followed by another visit sole proof of human trafficking, in-
the defendants. “I am no victim,” from the dubious lawyer — Nadjacriminating the perpetrators through
she declared in court, “I am a friendsigns a declaration that she wouldhe victims. The police already
of the accused.” For the money colnot make further statements. Sh&nows that as long as objective
lected she delivered work round theappears increasingly overwhelmedphysical evidence such as phone
clock, to fulfill all sexual services, disoriented, contradictory and in thecalls and cash flows are not used in
which were all done of her own freeend, all parties are upset with thecases against traffickers, the vic-
will. The statement given at theobvious lies. tims, who in any case are depend-
time was invented. The 18 year olds that all? No, the calculation of theent, are always lost.

is on the grounds of false testimonythree accused pays off. The withess

discharged. She bursts into tears, ncendered  herself  untrustworthy
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To beawomanin ..... Romania

by Irina Vasilescu

In Romania, most men look upon us women best ageaowmother, who stands in the kitchen at hone lanks
after the children and household. | know of whapéak: | come from Romania, am 27 years old artdeatno-
ment undergoing my postgraduate studies in Boram la radio journalist, earning my own living. OftH am
proud because Romania is till today a very pathniarcountry.

With that comes a woman who staysandom men to insult me from beend, Romania would be a travel des-
at home and a man who is the famhind. | can feel anger rising in me. tination for sex tourists, like Thai-
ly's breadwinner, hardly any Romal meet police inspector Marianland.” Even prostitutes themselves
nian family today can survive. Sincd’opescu of the Department of Praeject the legislation. Dorina adds
Romania joined the EU, the possivention of Violence at the Bureauthat, “I do not want the state to be
bilities but also the pressures hava a still so patriarchal society suclmy pimp, so to speak.” Dorina has
increased. Countless women leawss Romania's, domestic violence islaeen working already for almost 10
their families, children and homebig, all too happily silenced topic. Inyears with ARAS, the Romanian
land to earn money abroad. In thkalf a year alone in Prahova, mynti-Aids Organization which advo-
EU, we women are more in demandiome province with about 830,00@ates for the health and rights of
Our love and concern are valued ashabitants, more than 300 cases pfostitutes. Liana Velica, Project
gold in the care of the elderly or aslomestic violence is recorded. “BuManager at ARAS, knows the situa-
babysitters. The downside of thishe statistic is actually totally irrele-tion of women who work in prostitu-
new freedom: in my homeland amwvant here,” says Inspector Popesction and how vulnerable they are,
estimated 350,000 children are leftMost victims are too scared td‘These women are always victims —
behind without a mother or father. make a display — the unreported casictims of their pimps, their clients
The downside of the new freedom iss here are much higher.” and also victims of the police.”
that more and more Romaniaso what to do? Marian Popescu hd&ut, and this is very important to
women fall for false promises andaunched an education program ime: In Romania, as elsewhere in the
become victims of human traffick-schools on domestic violence to lifeworld, women are not always vic-
ing. The statistics say around a fiftiDomestic violence is a challengg¢ims. Even in my home town there
of all traded women to Germany arér every individual," he says. "Weare completely normal women.
Romanian women. try with our initiative to break theMihaela Dinescu — long time family
Women as commodity, as a thingld habits and ways of thinking andriend, good-looking, independent,
that men stare at, can be insulting plant new, healthy images of famsuccessful. Working life has not
and demeaning. This is everyday lifdy and living together." A good made her masculine, simply strong-
for women in Romania. | am instart, but he and his colleagues haee. “| have been doing my job for 20
Ploiesti, about 200,000 inhabitantsnuch to do. years — never have | felt myself dis-
60 km north of Bucharest, on th&Jnreported cases and dark secretscrminated against,” says the boss of
way to an interview at the police stathese are available in another area,large butcher shop and beauty sa-
tion. | wear long linen trousers, ane that Romanian women all ovelon. “On the contrary, my feminine
blouse, sandals. Again and againHurope relate to, even in Germanycharm is always an advantage in the
pass groups of men by, young, oldeProstitution. The attempt in Romabusiness world.”
old. They turn around, stare at me aria to legalize prostitution — as it isAnd Mihaela is, for all the problems
better, my upper body. Because ih Germany — failed conclusivelyfacing the women in my country, no
wear no bra. My blouse is neithewith the resistance of the Orthodoisolated case: clever, well educated
see-through nor conspicuously low€hurch. Perhaps rightly so as thernd successful women who combine
cut. | simply wear no bra becausewere many other opponents. Theork and family are unstoppable,
believe this is healthier and moréamous feminist blogger Dorinaeven in Romania. This conviction
comfortable. For me, this is just aihai fears that, “Legalization ofencourages, hopefully, not only me.
personal choice and no invitation tprostitution would only drive the

numbers of clients sky high. In the
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At SOLWODI all are helped: Thank you for the big steps...

On 31 May we received a donation from the Cathdlismen's League of Biberach t
the tune of EUR 2,500. We would like to express loeartfelt thanks on behalf of th
women in our care. On this point we would also likethank all other sections of th
Catholic Women's League, who have supported uadingy.
The Catholic Women's League of Biberach organireMarch 2012 a week of actio
on the theme of trafficking for sexual exploitati@howing films from Marion Pfeifer

and Inge Bell, which were followed by discussioad by Marion Pfeifer. Support was also providedutiiothe
city council and as well as the police. Since th@d aroused great interest, the action week ireiith will per-
haps not be the last one on this subject.

We were very happy to receive a generous donaticghd sum of EUR 5,000 from
the Zonta Club of Munich. On 16 July 2012, the ¢#fi check presentation was held
during the Zonta Women's Club evening. The Bava&tate Minister for Labour and
Social Affairs, Family and Women, Christine Hadarhr (CSU) was present. The
donations were collected on 11 May 2012 at a begafa in the style of an evening
casino, organized by the Zonta Club of Munich.

We are very excited about this windfall which wélwtilize most of all for financing
the lodging of vulnerable women in Munich. On tp@nt, we would like to once again thank for théwacand fi-
nancial support shown by the Zonta women, whom aue lgotten to know for years.

...and thanks for many small steps!

SOLWODI is as grateful for big individual donatioas the ones above as valuable we are for oubleliagular
donors. In the meantime, SOLWODI receives from dwa8 people regular contributions: once a montbre8 or
6 months or once a year. Some donors have beeruwitom the very beginning and have helped us¥er 25
years. Whether EUR 1.50, EUR 15 or EUR 150 a manthdonors give us security and help us to better the
coverage of our running costs. Every cent coun&2WODI! Thank you!

Minz Company Run in Koblenz on 22 June 2012 :
The SOLWODI Team gave its best shot at the Minzpaom run. All made it to the
target. The best time from the SOLWODI-team wasnfi®odo Lauerbach who ran
km in 23:08 mins. But all other running times wezording to expectations. We a e
very proud to win such a motivated team for the KIQompany Run. 5

Contact:

SOLWODI Deutschland e.V. / Propsteistral3e 2 / DEBB6Roppard-Hirzenach
Tel: 0049 — (0)6741 — 2232 / Fax: 0049 — (0)674£B10

Email: info@solwodi.de http://www.solwodi.de

Bank Accounts

Volksbank Koblenz Mittelrhein e.G. Landesbank Saar, Saarbriicken Kreissparkasse Rhein-Hunsriick
Acc.-No. 656565 1000 Acc.-No. 2000 9999 Acc.-No. 11 27000

Sorting Code 570 900 00 Sorting Code 590 500 00 r8p@ode 560 517 90

BIC GENODE51KOB BIC SALADES5XXX BIC MALADE51SIM

IBAN DE68 5709 0000 6565 6510 00 IBAN DE84 5905 00020 0099 99 IBAN DEO2 5605 1790 0001 1270 00




