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Dear friends and all other people interested in ouwork,

We address you for the last time this year witls thurrent newsletter.
We thank you from our hearts for your interest,parpand goodwill.
It has been an exhausting and uplifting year. Yeiar, we have also
been able to thank to your support effectively eodcretely help many
of those seeking support as well as women andrehildnder threat.
There was a lot to celebrate this year. Thankkeodedication of many volunteers,
celebrated my 75birthday with several small fundraisers near aumseling centres
and thus could simultaneously contribute to tharfting of our 15 counseling centre
and 7 shelters, which is a daily challenge. | aaiaful at having been bestowed wit
the high honor of the Federal Cross of Merit. Idiidn, | was permitted to celebrat
the golden jubilee of my ordination on theé"idf August.

All these events demonstrate that | am gettingnopeiars and must therefore ensu
that SOLWODI continues with much momentum. So |taappy to be able to repor
that we have a managing director since 1 Octob&f.2The head of Osnabruck’
Counseling Centre, Monika Hartenfels, has takerthim task. Naturally, | remain
with SOLWODI, which is dear to me, and have thedramow to be active as presi
dent.

In this newsletter we report from the frontlinesoof daily work: be it in a raid, in the
struggle against bureaucratic obstacles or theadictions of German law and juris
diction. Furthermore, we have a very thought pravwgkeport about being a womal
in Egypt.

| wish you all a peaceful Advent, a Merry Christnaassl God's blessings for the Ney
Year.

Yours, Sister Lea

SOLWODI Comes to Austria - Six Religious Orders Esdblish an Association
and Open Protective Housing

In 2010, a group of nuns established themselvegotlt against trafficking in wom-
en. Now they have teamed up with the internatiomavement of SOLWODI and es
tablished an independent association of SOLWODItaiswhich like its German
counterpart, works for women who are victims officking, sexual violence and ex
ploitation.
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The house, which contains the new shelter, wasdthoder on 15 October 2012 to the newly formed @ason
in a ceremony.

The Chair, Sister Patricia Erber (Salvadorian) twedfuture head of the shelter, Sister Anna Maysh{ffranciscar
Missionary of Mary) obtained the key to the houstha end of the liturgical service. The scriptat®ut the crip-
pled woman (Luke 13, 10-17) and thoughts aboutké¥ symbol gave the celebration an actual deplhreli-
gious representatives were left very moved.

Sr. Maria Petra Schuttenkopf (Steyler missionasyes), will, like Sr. Marianne Milkde, handle thelunteer ser-
vices. Sr. Susanne Krendelsberger (Caritas Sogidtie vice-chair, was unable to attend. Meanwtilhe, first
residents have been taken into the shelter. Theqgins financially supported by the Associationfefstrian Nuns
and private donors.
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Partnering with the Police against Flat-rate Brothés — SOLWODI Accompanies a Raid

"A beer, a hot dog, a woman - 8.90 EUR all inclaesiv as advertised to customers by so-called diat-brothels. The
idea: one price for everything. SOLWODI knows fromany stories all too well what the women who arg@leyed as
prostitutes experience. The woman's dignity in lthisiness already counts for little. And in a fiae brothel, it's worth
absolutely nothing.

At the end of October, the police ap-victim protection. So we had the op-indicated that they came here to sup-
proached SOLWODI to accompanyportunity to take site pictures as wellport their families back home.

them on a raid at a regional flat-rateas speak with the women and girls.  Although all except one of the wom-
brothel. The cause: two runaways hadFifteen prostitutes were found on siteen admitted to being unhappy and
reported that the women had not obmore than the police had expectedfeeling broken, none had the courage
tained their agreed upon wages an&ach woman was looked after by twoto speak out about the circumstances
that a so-called “women’'s motto” ex-police officers who took her as wit- of the brothel or acknowledge that
isted, whereby through force, theyness to the police station. she was in distress and needed help.
would be exclusively and continuous-Personal data of the clients presenDespite this, we were grateful that we
ly available at one's disposal for spewere recorded. At the station, the po-could directly introduce our organiza-
cial and unusual sexual practices. lice staff made available for tion and offer our help and emergen-
Forty-seven police officers, two em-SOLWODI's employees an interviewcy contact number. As we had the
ployees of SOLWODI and a few in- room, in which the women could feeling that one woman really wanted
terpreters were present at the operapeak with us privately before and af-help, we spoke with the victim's po-
tion — the aim; ter their interrogation. Five women lice guard, to look out strongly for
To search through the brothel andhat is a third of the prostitutes tookthis woman in the next inspection
private residences of the owner andip the offer. check and when appropriate inform
manager, as well as to conduct interit was noticeable that some prosti-us. We thank the police for the excel-
rogations, hence SOLWODI's in-tutes were younger than 21 years oldent cooperation.

volvement to offer clarification and Most came from Eastern Europe and

T

SILENCE BRINGS SUFFERING -

Still no Happy-End for Mother und Child

by Soni Unterreithmeier

We have already reported twice before in our netteskeon the case of
Iranian mother and her daughter. Ms H. was persdduat her home coun
try and she sought asylum and help in Germany. Mewehe went fro
one nightmare into another. A psychological crisisnmon after such a
exeprience, brought her to a hospital in Hollantere a friend lived. He
daughter was placed in the care of a Dutch fanmty Bs H. was deporte
back to Germany and even received a travel ban €omtact betwee
mother and daughter!

All that is now well over a year ago. Ms H. has nosen given custody o
her daughter and permission to stay in Germany Ggranan court. Full o

hope, she booked a ticket to Holland in late sumthex year after 1
months of separation to see her daughter and ¢ohiakhome.

But she had not considered the Dutch youth wellemartment which ha
decided on the initial separation of mother anddcini May 2011. The de
partment did not release the necessary writteers&@it. The Dutch cou
which should have eventually decided on the cabsegjuently postpone
the trial for another two months. The long awaitednion between mother
and daughter lasted an hour in the youth welfapadment, in the pres
ence of the foster mother and a worker who coulgl converse in Dutch,
A scandal.
All German institutions including the internatiorsacial services are in fa-
vour of the family being reunited. Yet, only onegle authority, one per
son, the guardian has met not the obligation torment on the case whil
the little girl remains for yet another 2 months tine foster home
SOLWODI continues to fight to ensure that the gitra comes to its
longed for happy end.

'In the christmas bakery

there are delicious treats,

between milk and flour,

some clown

makes a frightful chaos' -

As in this nursery rhyme, the
children in the SOLWODI shelter
have fun baking cookies together.
They also help with the pre-
Christmas decorating of the room
and window.

Apart from the excellent counselling
work with the women, this is a
valuable community experience, in
which hope and strength lie ahead.
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Being a Woman in .... Egypt

By Ibtisam Fawzy

All around the world, more and more women are vemguout to balance family and professional livBsme want to
pursue a professional career in order to live beirtdreams and be independent. Others must warkuise their fami-
lies need every penny. In my homeland Egypt, 38qrerof women are the sole breadwinners in theiilfas, accord-
ing to official statistics. All of these women areder immense pressure: family, children, houseblotites must all not
be affected. On the contrary, all must be perfastif that weren't already enough, women in my d¢ousuffer fre-

quently from something else in the pursuit of caee®l caring for families — sexual harassment.

Sexual harassment is for us a daily afdemonstrations. We were equal as normal interrogation and she re-
fair: be it physical, through words ornever before, finally. There, the quested the doors and window of the
even from the offensive ogling, theywomen called not just for change buroom to be closed. A group of sol-
are without respect. According to aalso cared for the wounded, organizedliers stood before the door and
survey by the Egyptian Women'saccess to the square and participatddoked at me. The woman gave up.
Rights Centre, 83 percent of womenn activities and campaigns. Finally Later she ordered me to undress and
were victims of this form of humilia- we reached our goal — a historic modie on the bed so that a doctor could
tion in 2008. ment. | met many mothers with theirexamine me. He wanted to determine
As someone born and bred in Cairo, Haughters, who had painted their faci | was still a virgin. At that moment,
know what | speak of: already as a lit-es the colors of the national flag. 'll wanted to die. Such humiliation was
tle girl | learned the most importanthave brought my 4 year old daughteunimaginable for me.'

rule — avoid crowds! In daily life this along," said one mother, 'History will Samira is certain that it was a well
meant no crowded buses, no bustlingpe written here! planned action executed with the aim
shopping areas, no public rallies. YetHowever, our wonder did not lastto deter women from protesting. 'The
in January 2011 a miracle happenetbng. In the following months, wom- will of the women should be broken,’
on Tahrir Square which | experienceden endured many brutal assaults durshe said. An act of humiliation, which
firsthand: women standing in theing the political change. For example,she and all others alike should be
front rows with men, calling for the Samira Ibrahim one graceful 25 yeamrow beaten into. She has however
resignation of the authoritarian presi-old woman from the south of thedecided to fight. She went before a
dent who had ruled the country for 30country. She wears a long skirt,military court and lost the process but
years. blouse, pullover, a headscarf — aot her courage. This is galvanized all
In the initial days of the demonstra-modern Egyptian woman. She stoodf us: again and again courageous
tions | made my way out of curiosity exactly on Tahrir Square and didwomen emerge, speaking about the
to the square which was near mywhat she already longed dreamed ofhumiliations of everyday life which
work place. | am a journalist. The sto-to fight for a country where the peo-were for so long a taboo. Now, we
ries of the people blazed, their voiceple could decide for themselves.Egyptian women continue working to
were full of hope, their eyes filled However, three months later, whileobtain the esteem which is our digni-
with pride and determination. After a participating in a political protest, shety. We have shaped the Arab Spring,
few minutes | already knew that Iwas to learn painfully, that the old now we want also to see the summer!
would not have to fear harassmentOrder' was not so lightly beaten. The

here. army imprisoned her in a military jail.

And indeed there were no known cas‘A woman led me to a room," ex-

es of sexual harassment during th@lained Samira. 'l thought it would be

Equal Opportunities for All

Since May 2011, SOLWODI has been looking after aamirom Africa. We call her Emmy. She has founseaure
home in one of SOLWODI's shelter, at least templgraEmmy successfully applied for unemployment &figs and
graduated from a language school in July 2012. Wt¢d and determined, she wanted to be resporieibleerself and
planned to attend a career entry school in Septembe

A career entry school falls under the German Feédedacation Assistance Act. For Emmy this meansnmme
unemployment benefits, but rather federal finanaidl And therein lies the problem: To get thisefied assistance,
Emmy would need to have lived in Germany least fgesrs with her residence permit (according to 8oR%he
Residence Abs.lll). She does not. Emmy was giverritht to reside here only one and a half yeaossagshe does not
qualify for grants for higher education but it Isano more on unemployment benefits.

But it has been a blessing in disguise - Emmy heanamitted guardian who fought successfully for Bnhwith the job
center and all other authorities. Emmy has beeogrized as a hardship case. Even if she does mainhabe federal
education assistance, she will receive unemplolfedi@nce as an interest free loan.
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“Fliege-Stiftung” shows Solidarity with Women in Distress

SOLWODI received an award of EUR 10,000 from “Féegtiftung” through the evangelical Johanneskirgeameinde
Berlin-Lichterfelde, with whom SOLWODI's Counselifi@entre in Berlin has had a very good cooperatinnesits

founding. The “Fliege-Stiftung” is an initiative dfirgen Fliege, pastor, TV-Moderator and author.\Wwledirectly sup-

port women in distress with this money. Sr. MaFgitster, head of the Berlin Counseling Centre, reitleive on 3. De-
cember the award in the Tutzing Evangelical Acadevigny heartfelt thanks, also on behalf of our wome

Language Courses as the Key to Integration

Where would we be without our volunteers, theirutabis ideas and good networks! Ulrike Gottlob is ey a volun-
teer for SOLWODI Berlin, but also a member of theltB Kappa Gamma Society International, an inténat organi-
zation with more than 100,000 members in 18 coesitisupporting the intercultural professional aespnal develop-
ment and training of women. Ulrike Gottlob saw gzgential and applied for financial funding for ¢arage courses for
the women supported by SOLWODI Berlin. She mustcbevincing: the Delta Kappa Gamma Society Education
Foundation finances now 10 language courses, imguzhildcare, books and transport fees, for wiigtb00 has been
set aside.

A Special Christmas Present: SOLWODI Koblenz Assoattion on the Verge of Being Established

Yet an example of the priceless role played by S@IDWvolunteers: Out of the initiative of Monika Hixrger, Dr.

Ingeborg Thiimmel, Rita Hieble and Ann-Katrin Metikeymen in Koblenz met at the beginning of Novenibegrepare
for the founding of SOLWODI Association. The primagoal of the association, in addition to the gahsupport of

SOLWODI Rhineland-Palatinate, will be to help thelkenz shelter.

"Establishing a support association for SOLWODIiténd-Palatinate and the SOLWODI shelter Koblenpi me a
matter of the heart and also urgently needed," S#ter Lea Ackermann, grateful for the initiatioé the Koblenz

women. "l love it when people find us, are inspibydus to be creative and help us.”

With the support from Beatrix Hecken-Knieling, aviger, the women honed the statute and discussedrtjamization

of the association. A founding assembly can novdld to elect the board of the association. Evesyiersincerely in-
vited to this — the date will be indicated in deeicse on SOLWODI's website.

'Everyone can be involved in the association arg tw®men and children,' said Dr. Ingeborg Thimnwhether

through sporting activities, donations for childeetoys, translation help or publicity, there arany possibilities to be
involved, and not only for women but also men aedcamed sincerely to join us.

Contact:

SOLWODI Deutschland e.V. / Propsteistral3e 2 / DEBB6Roppard-Hirzenach
Tel: 0049 — (0)6741 — 2232 / Fax: 0049 — (0)674B10

Email: info@solwodi.de http://www.solwodi.de

Bank Accounts

Volksbank Koblenz Mittelrhein e.G. Landesbank Saar, Saarbriicken Kreissparkasse Rhein-Hunsriick
Acc.-No. 656565 1000 Acc.-No. 2000 9999 Acc.-No. 11 270 00

Sorting Code 570 900 00 Sorting Code 590 500 00 tirgoCode 560 517 90

BIC GENODE51KOB BIC SALADE5S5XXX BIC MALADE53IM

IBAN DE68 5709 0000 6565 6510 00 IBAN DE84 59050®0020 0099 99 IBAN DEO2 5605 1790 0001 1270 00




