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Solidarity with

women in distress

\

Solidaritit mit
Frauen in Not

Dear friends and all other people interested in our

work,

Put an end to indifference — just as the new Pap@ziskus
called for on his first Papal trip. It did not leaidn to a head of
state but to the refugee island of Lampedusa ilvtbditerranean.
“Who is responsible?” he asked amongst the crowdsfogees who are trying to escar.
the hunger, thirst and poverty in Africa. “We adspond so: Not I. | have nothing to d
with it.” And then he asked for forgiveness for thibse created such tragedies as a re:
of their decisions on global levels.

What is valid for refugees is valid also for wonvea meet: political decisions, the legali
sation of prostitution, have dramatic consequefficethe lives of the individual. Hence
we need people who puts an end to indifferences Mbivsletter talks about these ind
viduals: volunteers who organise Streetwork, whapgle on stage with the destiny ¢
forced prostitutes, who pester politicians withitjits.

And this is also urgently needed as we once agam teearing with the Legal Affairs
Committee of the Bundestag have found: On 24 Justbefore the summer break, mar
experts - including Sr. Dr. Lea Ackermann — expedsesriticisms about the draft law tc
combat human trafficking and on prostitution morniitg sites. Three days later, the la
was rushed through despite all the criticism in lg# mammoth sittings of Parliamen
without due consideration and adoption of the newmgrsound suggestions. Punters
Germany continue to go unpunished victims receiwaunconditional right of residence
and no right to compensation or lost wages.

Other countries show that there is another wayarige could soon follow the Swedis}
model and make the purchase of sexual servicestpalrle. That punishes the clients ai
not the women! This is the right way! For that, S®QDI will start soon a large scale
campaign. When ever more people end the indifferene will make it — together!
Yours Sister Lea - Yours Monika Hartenfe
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Volunteers start Project “Marisha” and offer Streatrk on the kerb crawling streets of Miinster

“Why is it so? Does anyone here help? What do thesple need?” - These were the questions frona Bl Joseph,
two students of the Catholic Theology in Minsteiestphalia. They now head over to where in thée, paty clients,
women and angry residents were. On Siemensstriiféekerb crawling area of the city. They have @&tethe women
there, since April, regular help — coffee, condolmg,most of all, a friendly word and an open ear.
When we for the first time a year ago encountehedkerb crawling district, the women coming outte bushes and
beckon to us, | found it simply creepy,” explainkEgseph, who had already known of the area fronstim of his stud-
ies. “We had discussed earlier the entire evenintythen spontaneously decided to see it for owrselifter our site
survey, there was only silence.”
Elisa and Joseph began to build a network of egpgum the AIDS assistance over the city of Minsted the health
authorities right up to the police. It may soundyet walk around the streets and speak with theevobut it is not.
Hence Elisa established contact with SOLWODI's waglcircle Minster-Hiltrup and to SOLWODI North Riei West-
phalia.
“Streetwork is not without its dangers. There ds® g@roblems with the women — violence, pregnailbesses, resi-
dence rights — which could easily overwhelm a lagpe. But Elisa and Joseph are strong, smart agithm,” says
Helga Tauch from SOLWODI's Duisburg counselling toenwho manages the work and has much experieitbe w
Streetwork. In the meantime Elisa and Joseph hage 16 comrades-in-arms, who help in the backgrothey feel
secure in teams of men and women. And, says JoYegrh:happy to show the women that men can alsdifferent.”
*Names have been changed for protection
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SOLWODI is regionally active through the counselling centers, women's homesshgetlers, and lobbying associa-
tions. SOLWODI associations ametworked across the country SOLWODI isnationally and Europe wide engaged
through political work.

Regionally active... in Koblenz — Association colés signatures

More than 400 signatures — that is the prelimimasult of an engaged action from SOLWODI's Kobl&helter. Mar-
garete Busley and Lisa Monnerjahn were presentgitdted during the political debate about the auie of legalising
prostitution. So they went out and distributed aiSdnterreithmeier (SOLWODI Augsburg) designed sityme petition
to patrons and friends. Their goal: A petition lte German Parliament with the demand to chang@b&titution Act
from 2002. The core requirements include: forbiddpimps and brothel owners to have authority, teduction of
mandatory health care, no prostitution for womedeaur21 years of age, criminalization of suitors vassociate with
prostitutes, etc. The feedback of the signatoriesevoverwhelmingly positive: "We usually ran thrbugpen doors.
Amazingly, we found that some contemporaries allenstt be fancy, the depressing and shameful dgraknt in Ger-
many. "

Nationally networked... in Thiringen — SOLWODI helpsin building a state wide counselling network

The Thiringen Ministry for Social Affairs asked S®@ODDI Germany for support and expertise. The gaabuild a
counselling and housing network for women who aetinas of trafficking for sexual exploitation. SOL®DI's director
Monika Hartenfels travelled to Erfurt for the kiokf meeting and podium discussion. The return \d@éithe representa-
tive of the Thiringen Ministry, Mrs. Johanna Arewél) took place at the beginning of July in Bonn.

... In Rhineland-Palatinate — Sr. Lea is a guest ®flinister Alt A
Sr. Dr. Lea Ackermann and representatives of SOLWSRhineland Palatinate counsellings
centre were guests of Irene Alt, the state’'s Meni&ir Integration, Family, Children, Youth and A &
Women. Sr. Lea reported about SOLWODI's work, tharifcial situation and concrete prob- i
lems. Minister Alt affirmed the support in a fewips. Ministerin Alt (left), Dr.
Heine-Wiedemann (3.v.r.)
Nationwide engaged ... in Berlin — Sr. Dr. Lea Ackenann as an Expert at the Parliament
A development took place shortly before the pariatis summer break. The theme: the implementafidheoS April
2011 directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parlianagidl Council in preventing and combating humafiitkang and
the protection of its victims through the Federav&nment. On 24 June, Sr. Lea, spoke as an expequblic hearing
of the Legal Committee of the German Parliamenth&Wthe law remains so, we in Germany will losedh&nce, that
the EU with their directive has opened, to givaimes of human trafficking more rights, so Sr. Lea.
SOLWODI demanded, among other things, better optinrthe prosecution of offenders, particularly #umission of
evidence aside from victim statements, the levgroperty of the offender, a criminal prosecutiorsoitors who operate
knowingly with prostitutes, the assurance of anamditional right of residence for victims regardlexf the testimony
from victims of human trafficking and forced pragtion from third countries.
But none of this was taken into account - justetdays later, the law was more or less unchangebebBundestag. "I
do not understand that our proposals and the eeqpeas of other victims and human rights organinatare hardly rep-
resented in the current law," said Sr. Lea. Thedaveombating trafficking in human beings is alsmf the same busi-
ness law regulations on the monitoring of prosttutsites, a summary, that SOLWODI opposes. "Ruditn and its
associated human trafficking is incompatible with tignity of humans, even in the law abiding betg/i said Sr. Lea.
SOLWODI will work for a new discussion of the law the new legislative period. The plan is a magmpaign under
the slogan "The purchase of sex is a criminal ci#énlt is encouraging that other countries in perbave put it for-
ward. In Sweden, the purchase of sexual servicpsolsibited, Ireland and France it is being diseds#And Lodewijk
Asscher, mayor of Amsterdam, recently describeddbelization of prostitution as a "national mistak- Please sup-
port our campaign with your signatures, if possiinfe30.09.2013. The signature lists you can dowhlpaint and send
completed by hand to the head office in Boppard:tiach on our website (http://www.solwodi.de/69al?&L=0%
2Fclickenc% 3D% 24% 24).

... in Brussels: Network for a Europe without Prositution

At the end of May, Beatrice Mariotti of SOLWODI Biervisited a seminar in Brussels in which expérten all over
Europe met with NGOs and members of the Europedia®ant to establish a new network. The goal: Eueopean
struggle for greater dignity, freedom, equalitylidarity and justice. SOLWODI was one of four orgaations that cre-
ated the base for discussion with presentationsefrpresentation Mariotti found clear words agaiing legalization of
prostitution - a position that "Together for a Bueovithout prostitution” also supported the otlieeé lecture organiza-
tions and Pierrette Pepe of the European Womeivby with their project.

Sr. Irmtrud Schreiner (SOLWODI Munich) represen8dlLWODI at the EU Platform Against Trafficking imisels.
Aside from Slovakia, all EU countries were représdnThe objective of the exchange was to estahlifsiium to work
directly with the EU against human trafficking.

2



Newsletter September 2013

Being a woman in ... Russia

by Natalia Lazareva

"Hallo Natalia, privet. How are you? Are you stidbking for a language partner? | would like builthaguage tandem
together with you. Many greetings, Martin** Gredéa such language tandems, so | thought to mysetpprove my

German and someone else learns my language, Rulsidn was pleased with this response to my adwerthe web-
site of the university, where | was studying in Bon

We arranged to meet one of the nexity. They make up a huge part of theTrafficking”. A good friend from
evenings. It was cold, | wear jeanswomen who are forced into prostitu-Azerbaijan advised me shortly before
and a jacket, nothing eye-catchingtion, enslaved in brothels. After thea trip to Turkey: “You should use
Martin hugged me as a greeting — thabreakup of the Eastern Bloc networkyour complete name there — Natalia.”
was uncomfortable but | did not wantof organised crime was able to deNatalia and absolutely not the short
to be unfriendly and keep my mouth.velop. According to the Europeanform Natasha. Even on holiday, when
"How good do you speak Russian?" ICommission, Russia and Ukrainel wear no high heels or make up, | am
wanted to know. Martin's surprising make up, amongst non EU countriesfor many men in the west a Natasha.
answer: “Only Privet — Hallo” and the countries from which the majority Last summer as | went for a walk
then “You have a nice scarf. Are yourof the victims originate. And the UN with a friend after a theatre play, a
curls real?” His hand felt my hair, andalso hame Russia, my country, as onean overheard our Russian conversa-
glided over my back — no chance thabf the most important, when not thetion. A few minutes later he came
it was an accident. This language exmost important, country for organisednearer and said something chilling:
change ended for me before it haduman trafficking and sexual slavery. “Do you want to earn money? | can
even begun. | left. However, those who search in Russigay well! My car is over there.” Had
One could forget my encounter as arfor an official statistic will not suc- we spoken in accented free German,
isolated case. But that is precisely noteed. No organisation currently existavould he have spoken to us this way?
so! My friend in Berlin, who was also in Russia that looks out for the vic- And how Russian women, who have
searching for a language exchangéms of women trafficking. Oleg Mel- successful careers, are good mothers
partner experienced the same thingnikov of the Russian human rightsand dress elegantly be freed from
“Hey, why do you not wear a mini organisation 'Alternativa’ is one of thethese prejudices?

skirt? | thought all Russian womenfew, who fights against human traf- Recently | posted another advert — |
wear stuff like that,” complained the ficking and sexual slavery. “We try to wanted to learn Spanish. And once
young German man. And anothercontact the perpetrators, as if we weragain | had another answer from Mar-
man said to her shortly afterwards:interested women,” reporting abouttin*. Clearly he had forgotten me, my
“Russian women are like pizza. Youhis current strategy. “So we try to un-name and my email address. This
can simply choose and order her as iflerstand their methods and then givéime he wrote, that he took a course
from a catalogue.” “Russian” - thatthem up to the police. But many sim-in Russian. What that had brought
means more or less everything east gily have too much worry,” says Oleg,him, | would rather not know.
Germany. Why do the people think ofwho himself has often been threat- *Name changed
us this way? ened.

Women from eastern Europe areThe trafficking of women from east-

thought of in these parts as commodern Europe is called today “Natasha

SOLWODI in Movement: A new start in Bonn, relocation in Berlin and Augsburg

SOLWODI managed three relocations in the previoosths. First, there was the opening of the newceffn Bonn,
headed by director Monika Hartenfels. "In Bonn,ave now getting close to many other humanitariahrarman rights
organizations to the EU institutions in Germany andnportant official posts,” said Monika Hartelsfe"I'm sure that
we can develop SOLWODI's network even closer, gieomand better." Monika Hartenfels is supportedvxy employ-
ees in Bonn.

Already in mid-June, the counseling center SOLW@@tlin moved from the Monastery of the Sisters cérilin
Lankwitz to Neukélln in the premises of the parighSt. Edward. "There, we are closer to urban effand potential
clients," said Margaret Forster. -
Finally, there was another move in Augsburg. SOLW®dalleague Soni Unterreithmeier ;
had managed much of the work over the years fronowva home. After Rita Hieble, the:
much needed colleague arrived, a proper office imdispensable. On 26 July, 70 gues < < \® r\J\
came to the inauguration. Max Weinkamm, social dmator of the city of Augsburggh™ ,«i‘,‘ V X |
made a special gift: He declared himself readyaty for the costs of the new office spaceg,cx. pmax weinkamm, Helmut
and a part of the costs of the new staff membeke W#re pleased from the heart about it,'Sporer, Klaus Bayer!

said Sr. Dr. Lea Ackermann. Low fixed costs areagomconcern, and that counts as muchHront: Rita Hieble, Sr. Lea Acker-
money for the affected women of SOLWODI. "I hophestcities take on Augsburg as an/: Barara Emrich, Soni Unter-
example!"
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“Martha's Story” - Volunteers develop educational film

The story could happen to many: a young girl getsnow over Facebook a considerably older man,emtdpes with
his help from a parental home fraught with proble8ise realised much too late that this man is micdend imposes a
life on her that she never wanted. Yet the 15 yddrbelieves in the greatest happiness: “What do kmmow about
love?” she retorts to her girlfriends. “Martha'®i$t is a touching theatre-film project with margckts: online friend-
ships, drugs, prostitution, violence. The actor dindctor Veronika Maruhn, who has already manyesmorked on the
theme of forced prostitution, developed it togetheith Sr. Annette Hemming of SOLWODI's Mdunster-
Hiltrup/MSCWelthaus working circle. We spoke wittetdirector:

What appeals to a director about the theme of forak prostitution?

Veronika Maruhn: | am myself a woman and | haveagsvbeen interested in women's issues. When | tiiokit peo-
ple, which is simply the case for actors, themdfiyself being drawn towards biographical workyagls. Which con-
ditions lead to that one person comes to a cestaiation? | have read a great deal about the siylgiso the life stories
of the affected. Because it was clear to me: &hgys about cravings. All these women left theimles because they
had cravings and hope. That really interests me.

You developed the piece together with the group? Wt was important for you?

We wanted to portray a situation which could aff@ayone, where destiny breaks, like the unemploymokthe father.
Each circles only around himself has no other @@ the other. And there inside lives this giittwher problems. The
actors developed in the improvised scene theiflests and from there | then finished writing theafiscenes. That was
important for us, that Martha never presented lfersely as a voice because she is much strongérdarimagination.
The viewers should imagine Martha for themselveam yet much stronger, that cannot happen to Bet"that is ex-
actly what we did not want, rather, that was whatAinette found important, the message for allcaeeful, be alert,
look out for what happens to you — nip things ia ltud!

How have the other actors taken the work on the plg?

Consistent response from participants was: coraiem given the insight into the complexity ofusitions. It's not easy
to make a judgment. Each character - father, mpMartha - is trapped somehow. This creates comfughnd | hope
that this makes for tolerance. | hope that thegitl reaches the heart and touches many peiéples$.

Veronika Maruhn dedicated "Martha's story” to themmory of Sr. Leonie Beving who worked for many geamtil her
death in 2009, for SOLWODI Duisburg. The film ar tplay are also especially suitable for educatipogposes. In-
terested individuals can obtain the full movie &ilod accompanying materials, from mid-October tiglo$OLWODI in
Boppard-Hirzenach.
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